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Emperor delighted to honour, enriching it with presents and
endowing the cathedral and also new monasteries of his own
foundation. From there he had to go to defend the fron-
tiers of Saxony against the Slavs, with whom, after two
short campaigns, he again came to terms. Once more an
appeal came to him from Italy, and after another visit to
Aix, which received further proofs of his favour, he started
upon his second Italian expedition.

Already another influence had come into his life, which
quickened his imperial ardour and reinforced the sentiments
already implanted in him by his early education. This was
Gerberfc of Aurillac, whose mathematical knowledge acquired
in Spain (and therefore indirectly from the Arabs) had caused
him to be brought by Pope John XIII to the notice of Otto I.
Later he studied philosophy and became scholasticus (master)
of the cathedral school at Rheims. His fame as a teacher
attracted the attention of Otto II, who made him abbot of
Bobbio. Unhappy in his new environment, he returned to
Rheims after Otto's death. But he had become an imperial
subject, and remained in that allegiance. This he showed
by the influence he exerted in Lorraine not only against
Henry the Wrangler of Bavaria but also in opposition to
the French king. In 987 he played a part in the election of
Hugh Capet as king of France, and had his reward when he
was appointed archbishop of Rheims in place of the deposed
Arnulf. But here the Papacy interposed and insisted on
Arnulf 's restoration. After Hugh Capet's death Gerbert had
to take refuge in Germany, and in 006 was invited to Otto
Ill's court at Aix. He was a man exactly after the young
Emperor's heart. He could supply the learning for which
Otto craved, he was an ardent imperialist, and he had just
that love of Roman antiquity which was working in Otto
to transform the character of his imperial vision. The
Emperor took Gerbert with him on his Slav expeditions in
997, relieving their tedium by obtaining instruction in
philosophy from his new friend. He took him also to Italy,
where in 908 he appointed him archbishop of Ravenna.

Otto himself went on to Rome, which had not long
remained quiescent after his departure in 996. Crescentius
took advantage of a temporary absence of Pope Gregory V
from Rome to re-establish his authority over the city and